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HOW TO REACH US

info@apbf.org
asiapacificbaptist@gmail.comwww.apbf.org APBaptistF

APBF is a regional organization of the Baptist World Alliance (BWA). We represents over 33,000 local churches 
and 65 conventions in 22 countries across Asia Pacific.

APBF...
...promotes fellowship, cooperation and service amongst Baptists.
...stimulate and coordinate evangelism.
...assist in consultation and planning for various ministry programs. 
...to function as a regional organisation of the Baptist World Alliance (BWA).
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“In Solidarity with the
people of Myanmar”

STATEMENT OF THE ASIA 
PACIFIC BAPTIST FEDERATION 
ON THE STATE OF EMERGENCY 

IN MYANMAR
The APBF which is constituted by 63 member conventions in 22 
nations across Asia Paci�c with over 33,000  local churches, part of 
the 47 Million Baptist among the Baptist World Alliance spread in 
126 nations worldwide with 241 member bodies would like to 
express its deep concern over the state of emergency declared in 
Myanmar.

At a time when we are challenged by the spread of the Corona virus; 
when the economy of Myanmar needs a stable political environment 
for its continued growth; when an estimated one million people 
in con�ict-a�ected areas in Myanmar are in need of humanitarian 
assistance, the recent unfolding of the coup brings great concern 
to the international community.

As a way to stand in solidarity with Myanmar Baptist Convention, 
and freedom loving people of Myanmar, the APBF would like to 
a�rm the promotion of love, tolerance, justice, peace and freedom 
as key values in accordance with our scriptures – the Bible.

The APBF calls for the rejection of any oppressive ruling system that 
denies the tenets of our scripture. We empathise with our fellow 
members in their shock and disappointment at this change in the 
leadership and manner of rulership in Myanmar.

The Asia Paci�c Baptist Federation calls upon the Military leadership, 
to immediately and unconditionally release the President, the State 
Counsellor and all other leaders of the government being detained.

We urge that democracy is upheld and a return to a democratic form 
of government. The Asia Paci�c Baptist Federation, joins with the 
people of Myanmar, in praying for the re-emergence of a Republic 
of the Union of Myanmar, based on a Federal Democratic system, 
which enshrines the values of justice, inclusivity, respect for human 
rights and dignity and promotes peace and national reconciliation.

We call upon the international community to act with urgency and 
seek dialogue to bring reconciliation among the parties concerned 
and restore democracy and stability to Myanmar once again.

We join together in raising our voice in appeal and in prayer; praying 
for peace and reconciliation in Myanmar, for democracy to be 
upheld and restored and for the safety and protection of all citizens 
of Myanmar of all ethnicities from violence and brutality.
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Dear brothers and sisters of the APBF Family,

It is with great joy and rejoicing that I greet you in the 
Matchless name of our Lord Jesus Christ in this new year 
and new season of our lives. At the beginning of 2021, the 
Lord showed me some verses reminding me of His calling 
and purpose in my life. The first is found in Jeremiah 31:3: 
“I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore, with 
lovingkindness I have drawn you and continued my 
faithfulness to you!” (Amplified) and Isaiah 58:8-9a: “Then 
your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing 
shall spring forth speedily; and your righteousness will go 
before you; the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer: You shall cry, 
and He will say, “Here I am.” (New KJV). I believe these 
verses contain everything we need for life and sustenance. 
How blessed we are to receive such assurances of enjoying 
the love, faithfulness, healing and most of all, the presence 
and provisions of our great God!

Maybe living in tumultuous times like now with the pandemic 
still looming with many uncertainties causing great 
disruptions and deaths and the Myanmar situation when 
an elected government had its legitimacy removed, God is 
comforting us with these immortal words. I want to reiterate 
that we stand in solidarity with our 1.8 million beloved 
Baptist brothers and sisters and many others in God’s 
Kingdom in that great land of Myanmar. We have been 
very much in touch with our Baptist leaders in the different   

conventions there not just to know the situation but to join 
hands and hearts in prayers with them and for them. It is 
so heart breaking to see young lives lost to greed, power 
and senselessness. No one had anticipated this would 
happen, but I am sure God in His sovereignty knows, and 
He will do something about it. Let us plead before His 
throne of grace for His mercy to be poured out on Myanmar 
and trust Him for restoration of peace, healing, freedom 
and rights to the people! May God grant a peaceful and 
amiable ending to this situation even as we trust His hand 
of restraint upon those in power! Let us pray for Myanmar! 
The whole leadership in our region will be praying on 9th 
March (Tuesday) at 11 am (Myanmar time). But all of us 
as members of the APBF family can also pray not just at 
that time but every day when we wake up and every night 
when we retire to bed. Let us also uphold the Myanmar 
situation whenever we give thanks for our meals. be it 
breakfast, lunch or dinner or organize prayer groups to 
seek God’s face in this situation!

Let us set aside 7:14 in the morning or night or both time 
slots as we believe what God has said in 2 Chronicles 
7:14; “If my people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land!” (NIV) Pray for 
senselessness and suffering to cease and revival to sweep 
through this great land of Myanmar! Pray! Pray! Pray!

Greetings & Ministry
Reflections 
by Rev. Edwin Lam, President of APBF
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by Rev. Dr. Vesekhoyi ‘Vee’ Tetseo, General Secretary, 

APBF MOVING FORWARD

          n important lesson Apostle Paul reminds here is a 
          deliberate, intentional ‘Moving Forward’. Forward is 
          self-explanatory. In that it means one has to face the 
direction forward if you want to move on. In other words, it is 
onward. It is facing the front with intention. This is what the 
APBF envision. Moving Forward to 2021 and beyond!  

The Asia Pacific Baptist Federation ended its Annual Executive 
Meeting on Zoom from February 16-17 through Zoom on 
a high note to ‘move forward.’ The vision is clear, crisp and 
determined. “Baptists Together Transforming Lives in Christ 
Across the Asia Pacific.” God wants us ‘APBF’ to experience 
new life. He wants us to find new paths. He is re-birthing 
and redefining the steps that the forbears of APBF has paved 
the way. It is a life of faith, one which is not defined by 
circumstances but, life that is defined by the calling God has 
put into our hearts. ‘To transform lives in Christ across the 
Asia Pacific.’ 

Now, with that in mind, the APBF is rolling out what you would 
call the ‘Asia Pacific Holistic Transformation Strategy’ in 
short APHTS, which is a platform to help lead the way to 
transformation as churches are empowered to empower the 
community. Look at the article on ‘Asia Pacific Holistic 
Transformation Strategy’ on Page 9-11 an overview to give 
you the first glimpse of the Holistic Transform Strategy. 

Along with the strategy, the APBF is initiating what you call 
the Asia Pacific GLOBAL IMPACT CHURCHES inviting 
churches to become Foundational Partners of the APBF.

ASIA PACIFIC GLOBAL IMPACT CHURCHES
This initiative provides ministry opportunity and allow 
individual churches to become actively involved with the 
mission of APBF. We do this by partnering with churches. 

PARTNERING WITH CHURCHES
By becoming a Foundational Partner, you enter into a 
collaborative partnership with APBF to increase impact in 
the spread of the gospel, minister globally in the communities 
through Asia Pacific Holistic Transformation Strategy. Asia 
Pacific Global Impact Churches serves as direct partner in 
advancing the work of God by collaborating with APBF in 
projects that brings global impact. In realizing the significance 
of churches as Foundational Partners, the APBF is also 
initiating a Global Impact Pastors Conference.

Pastors take a vital role in the discipling of the church. In 
recognizing this unique role and responsibility the APBF 
seeks to convene a “Global Impact Pastor’s Conference”. 
The Global Impact Pastor’s conference will provide an 
opportunity for Pastors to sharpen their pastoral leadership 
skills in leading, preaching and ministering. It is an avenue 
where Pastors can meet, share, pray and to build each other 
in the Kingdom work of God.

Also, by forming a strong relationship with Asia Pacific 
Global Impact Churches, each church strategically takes 
the role of a global synergist. Each church combines the 
strength of members for greater affect in the proclamation 
of the gospel and ministering to communities worldwide. 

APBF has envisioned ‘Stronger Together’ as its motto to 
usher the region into Moving Forward to one destiny – the 
Great Commission. Together as One we obey the Great 
Commission of Jesus Christ. Would you join along and 
journey together as Baptists Together Transforming Lives 
in Christ Across the Asia Pacific? Here is an opportunity 
for you to make a difference. Join us by writing to 
asiapacificbaptist@gmail.com for more details on the Asia 
Pacific Global Impact Churches. 

A

“This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

 Philippians 3:13-14
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THE GOD WHO SEES 
OUR WOMEN
by Ms. Elissa Macpherson, President of the BWP

         here is unseen work in every community across the 
         Pacific and Asia, the godly work of caring. Unpaid 
         care work is indispensable to the wellbeing of our 
communities. Work such as feeding and caring for children 
and the elderly. 

Women typically spend disproportionately more time on 
unpaid work than men. This valuable work is informal, 
unstructured, and small-scaled yet if we join all these 
efforts, the contribution is huge and incredibly valuable. Yet, 
this contribution by women is largely unseen, unrecognised, 
and under resourced.

Research has shown the unpaid work of women has 
increased during the Covid-19 pandemic. Consequently, 
women are feeling more anxious, isolated, and overworked. 
So, dear sisters and brothers, let’s take a moment to celebrate 
and encourage our sisters so they may declare like Hagar, 
“You are the God who sees me.”

Let us see the women of Suva Baptist Church. They were 
concerned people in their community were hungry. The 
pandemic had destroyed Fiji’s tourism trade, the country’s 
main source of foreign exchange. Suddenly, many have lost 
jobs and their source of income. The women saw need and 
decided to meet at the church and prepare food packages.

They packed boxes of food and decorated them with 
scriptures. They prayed together and asked the Holy Spirt 
to lead them in their distribution. They took to the streets 
and found they could have handed out so many more 
packages. 

Let us see the women of Vanuatu. Vanuatu has suffered 
the same fate as Fiji, the loss of tourism has meant massive 
unemployment. In response, the Baptist women of Vanuatu 
are going to start a sewing circle. They will teach vulnerable 
women to sew clothes, not only for their own families but 
to sell at market, providing them with an alternate income. 

Not only was the destruction of tourism a major problem 
in the Pacific, but so too was the closure of markets. In 
places like PNG and Papua, the major source of food is 
local markets. These markets are predominantly run by 
women. Lockdown had a twofold effect on women, first, 
they lost their source of income and secondly, they lost 
their source of food. 

Let us see the women of Papua. President of the Papua 
Baptist Women, Lince Kogoya, worked the government to 
distribute food and as a respected community member, 
spoke to crowds about preventative measures against the 
spread of Covid-19.  

In the same way, President of the Wanita Baptist of Papua, 
Amelia Yigibalom, worked alongside the government to 
stop the spread of Covid-19. She travelled from village to 
village speaking to groups about Covid-19 and methods 
to stop its spread. Not only do women make incredible 
contributions through their church and ministries but in 
their individual lives. 

T

She gave this name to the LORD 
who spoke to her: "You are the God 
who sees me," for she said, "I have 

now seenthe One who sees me."

 Genesis 16:13.
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For example, Covid-19 forced schools to shut down and 
overnight families became responsible for their children’s 
education. This additional responsibility fell mostly upon 
mothers. 

Let us see our mothers. Joni, an Australian single mum of 
three teenagers balanced keeping her children motivated 
and focussed on schoolwork while working from home 
during lockdown. Joni joined an online Sisterhood Sofa 
Session organised by another Christian woman as part of 
her ministry, The Healthy Happy Soul, so the mothers could 
connect and support each other during this demanding 
time. Not only are women more likely to carry the extra load 
caring for children but also the elderly. This unrecognised 
emotional labour also increased during Covid-19 
lockdown and restrictions. 

Let us see our daughters. Colleen, an Australian nurse 
working on the front line, oversees the care of her 
90-year-old Father at his nursing home. The restriction of 
visitors to aged care homes caused by the pandemic 
created an additional emotional burden upon Colleen. 

She could only wave to him from outside the door. Her 
father had tears in his eyes when he realised, he would 
not be able to hug and talk to her. 

Colleen also cares for her father’s elderly friend, Hazel. As 
Hazel has aged, her family has neglected her, leaving her 
isolated and vulnerable. Colleen chose to live James 1:27 
and has become her main carer. During lockdown, Hazel 
feared she had been abandoned when Colleen was not 
able to visit. Cognitive abilities diminish with age, making 
it confusing to understand social upheavals like the 
pandemic. Colleen worked hard to reassure Hazel and 
there was relief when she could visit once more. 

Let us see these amazing women. They are serving our 
Lord as ministers, mothers, daughters, and community 
leaders. Their work is unpaid and unrecognised. They 
are not motivated by anything else than their love for 
God and love for others. Never-the-less, I encourage you 
and your church to take the time to see, to encourage 
and celebrate the women in your church who have 
stepped up during Covid-19.

“Let us see these amazing women. They are serving our Lord 
as ministers, mothers, daughters, and community leaders. 

Their work is unpaid and unrecognised. They are not
motivated by anything else than their

love for God and love for others.” 



by Karen Wilson, President of Baptist World Alliance Women

WOMEN’s ROLE
IN THE TRAJECTORY
of leADERSHIP

             omen play a vital role in leadership – they bring a unique perspective that is God-given, and they need to be 
             encouraged to step into spaces that need their unique gifts.

At the Baptist International Conference on Theological Education that met in Nassau, Bahamas, July 5-7, 2019, there was 
a call given to all Baptists: to be open to the Holy Spirit to bring conviction, inspire discussion, and provoke transformation 
in individual lives and communities by affirming the God-given call of women for service in the church, so that their stories 
may take rightful place in the wider story of Christ's body in the world.

The stories of women leading throughout biblical history are powerful: Ruth who embraced isolation and risk to provide 
care; Hannah whose prayer and sacrifice set in motion Kingdom initiatives that impacted generations; Huldah who was 
trusted to provide theological reflection and insight into the ways of the Lord; Esther whose bravery prevented a genocide; 
and Priscilla who along with her husband Aquila modelled missional church planting.

When women rise to lead where God has called them there is a strength that is added to greater body of Christ… and it 
is greatly needed in the times we are in.

SO WHAT DO I SEE?
God placed a vision in my heart recently of women leaders standing on the shorelines of the world: strong, powerful and 
resilient. 

I see women leaders standing together (Zeph 3:9) and understanding their responsibility in the Kingdom in encouraging one 
another forward (1 Thess 5:11). I see them meeting regularly (Heb 10:25) and aware that they are not alone (1 Cor 14:26), 
awaiting the move of the Spirit of the living God (Acts 2:1). I see women leaders standing firmly alongside one another 
(Gal 3:28), in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the sake of the gospel (Phil 1:27).

W
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*Prophetic painting of vision of women in leadership
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PROTECTION BEYOND THE MASK
FEMALE HEALTHCARE WORKERS
AND THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
by Dr Vernette Myint Myint San, Chief Medical Director & President, Asia Baptist Women’s Union

         he COVID-19 outbreak hit the world with unprece
         dented consequences on global health, economy and 
         people’s lives. As the virus spread across the countries, 
it rapidly showed a different impact on the two sexes. 

Approximately 70% of the global healthcare workforce is 
made up of women, according to an analysis of 104 
countries conducted by the World Health Organization, 
reaching 90% in Hubei province. The first gap sticks out: 
most of the health-care heroes that tackled COVID-19 in 
the frontline were women, although they represent only 
30% of leaders in Medicine and Science.

PPE AND BEYOND
Moreover, a higher proportion of female healthcare workers 
were infected in Italy, Spain, and USA (69%, 75.5%, 73% 
respectively). One possible reason for that, besides 
potential biological mechanisms, is that personal protective 
equipment (PPE) has been designed to fit males and 
even the smallest size is too big for some women.

For healthcare providers, work life changed dramatically to 
one of enduring the high physical demands of wearing the 
protective equipment for the entire shift; fighting against the 
fear of contagion and bringing home the virus to family and 
relatives; and dealing with the anxiety of masks or goggles 
not fitting properly or involuntary dirty gloves touching the face.

EMOTIONAL IMPACT
Female healthcare workers often felt discouraged by the 
extreme challenges of caring for COVID-19 patients. Not 
only did they have to cope with the difficult, emotional task 
of communicating with patients and their relatives, they also 
had to deal with people suffering and dying alone, 
sometimes even facing the difficult decision of prioritizing 
care. In relation to this latter point, studies have shown 
gender-related behavioural differences in communication 
to patients among physicians, with females engaged in a
more empathic approach compared to their male colleagues, 
which may explain the higher prevalence of burnout among 
female frontline workers, which was the case in Japan. The 
documented daily emotional and mental pressures showed 
a higher prevalence of anxiety, depression and suicide in 
female frontline workers. 

FAMILY CAREGIVERS
Women healthcare workers spend proportionately more 
time on home and family care activities since women 
predominately assume the role of family caregiver as wives, 
moms and daughters in their families.

Life outside work has been incredibly demanding, especially 
for female health care workers. Pandemic lockdowns and 
restrictions disproportionately impacted female workforces, 
affecting most of the services that helped them find a 
work-life balance, overloading them more than ever with 

a permanent, challenging, and invisible extra shift work, 
as well as the mental load of the planning, scheduling, 
coordinating, prioritizing, and problem-solving. For some 
frontline workers who chose to stay put in the hospitals for 
fear of infecting family members back home, the guilt of 
abandoning loved ones was also tremendous.

For those who chose to continue staying with the family, 
COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted common activities, 
such as meal planning and preparation, family and social 
activities, exercise or sport, spiritual activities, shopping, 
and leisure. Many of these changes has disproportionately 
affected women, who often are leading efforts to find an 
acceptable new normal. 

THE NEW NORMAL
Families must now find new ways to express love and 
provide (distanced) care for aging family members. For 
physician parents, school closings may require efforts to 
educate their children at home as home schooling where 
internet access is not available. Providing meals is more 
challenging, with safety concerns at grocery stores and 
restaurant closures, causing a heavier reliance on food 
deliveries. The COVID-19 pandemic has taken away the 
simple act of enjoying a prepared meal at a favourite 
restaurant, drastically reducing an oft-used opportunity 
for physician respite and renewal.

MANAGING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Interestingly, the countries that performed better against 
COVID-19 were guided by women, even if only 24% of 
females were involved in national governments’ task forces 
dedicated to pandemic. Maybe world leaders should take 
a cue from them in handling this pandemic. There is now 
some light at the end of the tunnel with the rollout of 
vaccinations in many countries. 

All healthcare workers should be protected against the 
pandemic, leaving no one behind. Female healthcare 
workers need more protection beyond the mask.

T



ASIA PACIFIC HOLISTIC
TRANSFORMATIONAL
STRATEGY  APHTS
          he region of Asia Pacific and the ministry reach of 
          APBF is embedded in what is called the 10/40 
          window of mission. In terms of unreached people 
groups and populations 41.6% or more of the unreached 
people group in this globe comes from Asia. It is also the 
region that sees the greatest opposition to the gospel. In 
addition, it is the 30/40 window of the most number of 
natural disasters and can also be seen to be the window 
that accounts for many nations in conflict. The Asia-Pacific 
region has a greater intersection between risks from 
disasters, inequalities of income, opportunity, and poverty 
because the region’s population is more highly exposed 
to disaster risk than all other regions of the world.  While 
on the other hand the Asia Pacific (APAC), region has 
been seen to possess the greatest economic potential, 
which has seen significant economic growth it has also 
continued to be a region with the largest grouping of 
vulnerable people. The region continues to have the 
largest number of people in poverty in the world. The 
impact of the coronavirus in the region is  adding to this 
and it has the potential to create devastating social, 
economic and political crises that will leave deep scars.

To address this opportunity for mission the APBF has 
developed and adopted what is called the Asia Pacific 
Holistic Transformation Strategy (APHTS). A process begun 
several years ago by the EXECOM of APBF in 2018. The 
APHTS therefore is the means by which APBF seeks to 
match and meet this context in a relevant and actionable 
manner. 

The outcome of this strategy and partnership will be the 
transformational impact by the Baptist church family in 
APAC among the communities they live and work and 
minister so that the church – the body of Christ is built up 
as a community of faith and practice

The Asia Pacific Holistic Transformation (APHTS) is founded 
upon the  vision and mission statement of APBF, and 
articulates the legacy that APBF hopes to build by birthing 
a movement of global Baptists engaged in Holistic 
discipleship and Transformation in the Asia Pacific region.  
It seeks to inspire and equip Baptists in all our member 
regions by Collaborating, Networking, Training and Serving, 
engaging in fulfilling the Great Commission to bring 
Holistic Transformation. 
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The execution of this strategy is then an opportunity for 
APBF to tangibly demonstrate value creation across the 
region, to the 33,000 churches and more than 5 million 
adherents, which could bring improved collaboration 
across unions, conventions and local communities and 
seeks to build a more sustainable platform for APBF 
members with more equipped leaders in the longer-term 
to pursue other effective regional strategies.

APBF’s APHTS strategy intends to inculcate an 
understanding of Holistic mission as well as travel with 
conventions/ churches willing to walk a long-term journey 
to seeing their surrounding communities empowered for 
social change and transformation, based on the values of 
the Kingdom of God.

The concept also falls within an ambitious vision for an 
integrated approach to mission and ministry within the 
several ministries of APBF, in a drive to enhance unity 
and collaboration by minimising duplication of efforts and 
shared resources that maximise impact and efficiency.

We invite you to join this exciting movement, praying with 
us in  the hope that God will continue to bring to life the 
outworking of the vision of APBF within the region, 
“Baptists Together Transforming Lives in Christ Across 
the Asia Pacific!” We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue 
to put into flame what has been started. 

Increased capacity of APBF as an 
organisation to be credible and 

accountable institution for holistic 
transformation

APHTS
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[Capacity Building & Training]
Increased participation of the 

regional conventions through their 
member churches

Progress in 
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communities in 

Holistic 
Transformation

[Network]
Increased presence of local church 
among the marginalized unreached 

communities
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church in Integral Missions

Conventions 
and local 
churches 

discipled as 
agents of 
Holistic 
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APHTS CONCEPT MAP

Enhanced by:
Communication
Congress & Conferences



The Asia Pacific Holistic Transformational (APHTS) 
strategy seeks to achieve the vision of APBF by…

an integrated working of the Theological 
Education, Aid and Missions Committees to 
implement the praxis of APHTS through 
1) facilitation 
2) the use of learning platform and 
3) mobilization - of APBF member bodies

partnering with the Women and Youth Ministries 
to achieve the desired outcomes of a: 
a) Mobilized Church
b) Engaged and Reached Communities
c) Optimized Resources
d) Increased Capability 

through an approach that incorporates 
a) Collaboration 
b) Networking
c) Capacity Building

Optimised and Disseminated by the synergized 
mediums of the Communication, Congress and 
Conferences committees of APBF.
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Asia Pacific 
Holistic

Transformational
Strategy
(APHTS) 
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THE STORIES
Staying Fruitful Amid
the Covid Pandemic

         he 2020 Covid pandemic affected all of us. 
         Despite the many challenges with the limitations 
         that a lot of government give (lockdown, limiting 
physical gatherings, etc.), God continues to work in 
many people’s lives. This is true at First Baptist 
Church Bandung. 

During the ‘lockdown’ and implementation of Covid 
protocols, our Church was not able to meet for all of 
our regular meetings which have been done onsite. 
This situation did not stop God from working in the 
midst of His Church and our surrounding communities. 
We are grateful by His grace, after the first two months 
of total lockdown, our Church was able to distribute 
more than 2500 packs of basic need packages to our 
neighbors. This act of love we pray will be a sincere 
testimony that can be felt as seeds of love for faith in 
Jesus. 

For the regular church ministries, it was a challenging 
time for the Church’s leader to think and re-think about 
how we do Church. And again, by God’s grace, we were 
able to develop new means of doing the essential 
ministries of the Church. We are grateful that we 
were able to learn how to be digital and go online for 
our Worship services, Sunday School/discipleship 
classes, and we were able to develop new digital 
ministries to connect with a wider audience through 
social media. 

The highlight of the pandemic riddled year has to be 
the eternal spiritual fruits that God has graced us with 
16 new believers in baptism despite not being able 
to meet and do physical outreach. These fruits were 
harvested through the diligence of the Church’s 
members through digital outreach from various 
small/discipleship groups. To note that 2 of them 
came from the religious majority of Indonesia with 
their exciting personal testimonies.

T

by Rev. Ardi Y. Wiriadinata, Director of Missions, APBF
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C          OVID positive!” …. The words hit home hard and with a sinking feeling of a dread too close to home, as this news 
          of a family of our local church, who had worshipped with us that 1st Sunday of 2021, was shared over the phone. 
          The brief period of worshipping as congregation together in physical services, was short-lived. That very week 
our pastor and subsequently his family members too tested positive. At the same time, our family too was compelled to 
go into isolation due to our interactions, as close contacts. 

The task of determining our next steps in ministering to a congregation quite affected by this news, and a few even facing 
stigma from their neighborhoods, calming fears, suddenly fell upon my shoulders, as well as having to conduct and 
coordinate the next services online at short notice. Though personally stressed and anxious, the enabling and insight His 
Spirit imparted that Sunday following, to speak a bold word in season that ministered to many, was a clearly His grace 
and faithfulness. The fellowship of the family of God, calling and encouraging each other, supplying each other’s needs 
– be it medication or meals was an outpouring of the gifts of the Spirit and the beauty of the gifts of the body of Christ in 
many forms. 

Though still in isolation, some in bereavement even, as each of us recover, it has been a time to experience His love, His 
provision and know that even though we may be locked down we are not locked out of His love and grace. That He is 
still the Lord of the storm. 

The God-Journey
Stories

by Mr. Roshan Mendis, Director of APBAid

“You cannot travel”, said the neurosurgeon, looking at my 
reports. My visits to chiropractors and physiotherapists, 
painkillers and postures, had not eased the discomfort or 
the pain, which was often excruciating. This scan revealed 
serious damage to my spinal cord, because of being rear- 
ended in a car crash. The recommendation was spinal 
surgery. Thus, 2020 dawned with significant restriction to 
my movements and travel. 

In the first year of my full-time role as Director of APBAid, 
with many expectations of me, as well as plans for the work, 
the travel limitation, was more than a cause for concern. 
Then in February the world started shutting down as the 
Covid-19 pandemic took control of daily life and access. 
Now I was shut in, not by personal consequences but by 
universal circumstances. 

Providentially, this time has proved to be a blessing in 
disguise, God gave the focus time needed to collate and 
develop a toolkit for COVID response that was an APBF 

offering not just regionally, but to the global Baptist family 
and the wider faith-based humanitarian community as 
well. 

God nudged us out of our comfort zones, using the emerging 
normal of technological interactions, challenging our 
assumptions, making opportunities out of the limitations 
that COVID brought. We at APBF were able to catalyse a 
youth training and mentoring module, for future leadership 
and creatively cast a vision to initiate a movement for 
Holistic Transformation, with a wider reach than would 
have otherwise been physically possible. 

The Lord that created us as His image bearers, reminded 
us once again of His sovereignty over our limitations, His 
Lordship over our circumstances, using this time of 
confinement to re-imagine our mission approaches and 
enhance our efforts to improve our strategies and 
capacity. 
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APBF
LEADERS SUMMIT

MAY 12-14 , 2021

Registration details on www.apbf.org

Asia Pacific
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Federation
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VIA

Against the backdrop of this unprecedented Pandemic, the church is faced with new challenges that obliges the church to 
re-imagine, re-orient, and re-resource approaches to doing ministry by thinking 'out of the box'. 

To help in reframing opportunities to align, engage, and inspire, the APBF is calling a Leaders Summit to present opportunities for 
greater unity in collaboration, partnership and how you can essentially play your unique role to achieve the mission of equipping, 

collaborating, networking, training and serving to ful�ll the Great Commission.

JOIN THE APBF LEADERS SUMMIT AS WAY MOVING FORWARD


