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IN MEMORIAM

Former Co-Opted member of APBF Rev. and former Gen-

eral Secretary of Myanmar Baptist Convention went to the 

with the Lord on November 25th, 2018. He served as the 

General Secretary of Myanmar Baptist Convention for 6 

consecutive years. He will be remembered for his sacrifi-

cial service to uplift the poor communities. He leaves 

behind 4 children. His wife also passed away in 2016 after 

a prolonged illness. 

HOW TO REACH US

info@apbf.info
asiapacificbaptist@gmail.com

www.apbf.info

APBaptistF
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APBF is a regional organization of 
the Baptist World Alliance (BWA). 
We represents over 33,000 local 
churches and 60 conventions in 22 
countries across Asia Pacific.

APBF...
...promotes fellowship, cooperation 
and service amongst Baptists.
...stimulate and coordinate evange-
lism.
...assist in consultation and planning 
for various ministry programs. 
...to function as a regional organisa-
tion of the Baptist World Alliance 
(BWA).
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10 STAYING STRONG
          TOGETHER AGAINST
 NATURAL DISASTERS



We are also faced with the challenge of the 
explosive population growth into the urban 
cities bringing into the forefront issues of 
hunger, abject poverty, and modern slavery. 
The gap between the rich and the poor is 
getting alarmingly wider. Will our churches 
‘Wealthy Churches’ be willing to spend 
kingdom resources to step up and be the 
hands and feet of Christ to those in need of 
hope, advocate for the poor and speak for the 
minority?

Asia is witnessing the renaissance of reli-
gious and cultural fundamentalism restrain-
ing churches to freely express faith outside 
the walls of the church. Religious persecu-
tion has increased in some countries. How 
can we encourage the church to remain 
faithful, resilient and be a witness of love
and understanding to those whose intention 
are to destroy?

Natural disasters like earthquake, tsunamis, 
extreme typhoons and landslides continues 
to barge into our doors bringing insur-
mountable suffering among the people that 
God’s church cannot ignore. As His people 
how shall we unite in prayer and seek to 
stretch one’s hands during the times of 
crisis?

During my Australia trip in August I was 
surprised to see Australia is becoming much 
more multi-cultural, multi-colored people. I 
didn’t feel I was in Australia. I actually felt 
very strange. I seemed to come across more 
Asians in the shopping malls than I had 
expected.

Is this the changing face of Asia Pacific for 
the gospel impact in the region of the Asia 
Pacific Baptist Federation? I bet it is, and we 
are presented with the opportunity that ‘we’ 
the Asia Pacific Baptist with different ethnic-
ities, background, multi-cultural people 
must come together with a common goal to 
serve the Lord in the extension of His King-
dom here on earth, especially in the Asia 
Pacific.

While Christianity have grown in South 
Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong and even 
Indonesia, at an approx. of 16%-21% at 
present, there are still countries like Mongo-
lia, Bhutan, and Japan where Christianity is 
less than 1%. How can we strengthen the 
churches to be light and salt of the earth in
regions where growth of Christianity has 
been minimal? It remains a task for the 
church to spread the gospel with urgency. 

by Vesekhoyi Tetseo (Vee), General Secretary, APBF
The Gospel Front in the Asia Pacific Baptist Region

Stronger
Together
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Gospel Front Challenges We Are Called Into

This is an opportune time
for the Asia Pacific

to love one another,
join hands together to inspire

andequip one another
by collaborating, networking, 

training and serving
to fulfill the Great Commission

of Jesus Christ.

Jesus says in John 15:16-17, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 
name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.”

Jesus is calling us to love each other. That he has called us as Baptists to love our family of 
Baptists around the Asia Pacific. Jon Bloom says, “A church’s success is measured by the 
quality of its love.” How is this love shown? John 13:34-35 says, “Just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love oneanother. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”

This is an opportune time for the Asia Pacific to love one another, join hands together to 
inspire and equip one another by collaborating, networking, training and serving to fulfill the 
Great Commissionof Jesus Christ.

Asia Pacific Baptist which had its beginnings in 1956 and formally formed in 1975 through the
leadership of Rev. Alan Prior from Australia has seen monumental growth over the years. 
APBF is now a body of more than 33,000 churches, 62 conventions spread in 22 countries. 
Praise the Lord,APBF is still growing. What a privilege we have as APBF to strengthen one 
another to empower,equip and build capacity. With the help of God, we can do because we 
are “stronger when we work together!” It is what we shall be “Stronger Together.”

May God be glorified through us and His kingdom be expanded by our efforts and commit-
ment to His cause.

”

”
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Dearly beloved Baptist Brothers and 
Sisters across the Asia Pacific region,
It’s already slightly more than a year since 
the new team of leaders took office along 
with our new General Secretary, Rev. Dr. 
Vesekhoyi Tetseo (Vee). We have been 
privileged to meet and minister in different 
parts of the regions, a few times separately, 
but often together under the theme 
“Together We are Stronger!” We thank God 
but need your faithful, fervent prayers as we
allow God to work in and through life to 
transforming lives in Christ across the Asia 
Pacific region.
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Greetings & Ministry
Reflections
from the President of  APBF

APBF President’s varied and manifold ministries in 2018

Since the new APBF team was elected 
during the 9 th APBF Congress in September 
26-30, 2017. The new Execom met in Singa-
pore at the YWCA end Jan 2018 during the 
Executive Meeting and started planning for 
the years ahead. We have adopted the theme, 
“Transforming Lives in Christ across the 
Asia Pacific region,” with the slogan: “We are 
Stronger Together!”

On 2 nd Feb, an Inaugural Service for the 
APBF office in Singapore was held at Calvary 
Baptist Church Singapore attended by APBF 
friends and supporters, leaders and Pastors 
of the Baptist Convention including many 
Pastors and leaders from different denomi-
nations. Bishop Rennis Ponniah of Singa-
pore Anglican Churches and Bishop Terry 
Kee of the Lutheran Churches in attendance 
to pray.

By March, we employed Ms Maureen Goh as 
the new part-time Administrator in March 
2018 to effectively manage the APBF Head- 

quarters in Singapore. The following week 
GS and I headed to Washington DC to attend 
the annual BWA Executive Meeting from 
March 4-8, 2018.

The month of April saw the President and GS 
along with some APBY leaders in Ho Chi 
Minh, Vietnam to speak at the “Making and 
Multiplying Disciples” (MD2) conference. 
This was followed by a trip to the Philippines 
to initiate the organising of the 17 th APB 
Youth Conference in Baguio, Philippines for 
May 21-24, 2019. There they also met with 
leaders of the Convention of Chinese
Filipino Baptist Churches in Manila.

In May, along with Rev. Ronnie Chiu, who is 
the Chair of APBAid, we were in Seoul, 
Korea to meet our Baptist Korean leaders 
and to speak at the numerous meetings 
introducing the work and ministry of APBF 
and seek partnership to strengthen the 
APBF. Few weeks on, I was in the Philip-
pines to attend the Luzon Convention of the  

Southern Baptist Churches along with the
BWA President, Paul Msiza to speak at the 
Biennial conference.

Another meaningful ministry was being part 
of the historic event in Okinawa on the 17 th 
of June, 2018 to officiate the installation of 
GS Rev. Dr. Vee Tetseo by the Okinawa 
Baptist Convention.

July, along with the GS, we were in Zurich, 
Switzerland for the Annual General Meeting 
of the BWA where they met up with the 
leaders of the many Asia Pacific leaders who 
were present there. I also represented BWA 
to pray at the first united meeting Baptist 
Swiss Reformed Church, the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Evangelical Churches held at 
the historic Grossmunster Church of Zurich. 
The same month, from July 15-17, I was also 
in Bali as a keynote speaker for the Gebral 
Assembly of the Papua Baptist Convention.

A very significant event for APBF was held in 
August of 2018 in Sydney, Australia. I, along 
with GS Vee Tetseo, Vice President Mark 
Wilson and APBAid Chair Ronnie Chiu was 
invited as guests by Transforming Aid Inter-
national (TAI) as think tank to strategize 
how APBF must move forward towards 
progress. Those times with the dynamic 
leaders of TAI under the capable leadership 
of John Hickey were fruitful meetings and 
we look forward to fulfilling many of the
plans God has laid upon our hearts.

September saw the President invited to 
address the gathering of ABWU and to pray 
for the new office bearer who were installed. 
Then in November, I was invited by the First 
Baptist Church of Bandung, Indonesia as a 
revival speaker. Praise be to God for the 
many conversions, re-dedications as well as 
people who came forward for prayers over 
the few days of wonderful
meetings.

Towards the year end, I was invited to dedi-
cate and declare open the Bethel Baptist 
Church of Hyderabad in December which 
was followed by speaking at nine other 
Baptist Churches and met many leaders of 
the Telenanga Baptist Community.

For the years ahead, we would like to visit 
every convention in our region. The work is 
great and the opportunities vast, but let’s 
trust the Lord of the Harvest to instil fruit-
fulness in our lives in bringing in the harvest 
He has planned. We look forward to our 
fellowship and partnership as we enter 
another promising New Year! May God bless 
and empower you as you reflect on His past
faithfulness and trust Him for Future Fruit-
fulness. To God be the glory!

A fellow pilgrim in this sacred journey,
Rev. Edwin Lam

President, Asia Pacific Baptist Federation
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Making and Multiplying
Disciples (md2)

The Asia Pacific Baptist Youths successfully 
completed the MD2 Training from May 10-13, 
2018 in Vietnam with the Baptist Convention of 
Vietnam who served as host. All together 120 
delegates, including the Speakers and Workshop 
leaders (78 local delegates 42 international dele-
gates) participated.

The MD2 Training, a program for the Youth lead-
ers of the Asia Pacific Baptist Youths aimed to 
equip our young Baptist leaders, empowering them 
to relate and communicate the gospel by making 
new disciples and help in maturing the disciple. It 
was a program to help grow the disciple, participat-
ing in the disciples to mature spiritually into 
becoming spiritual parent.

With the Baptists growing in numbers in 
the Asia Pacific region the leaders felt the 
need to equip our leaders so that we will 
not just have the numbers, but also growing 
and maturing in the Lord as we follow 
Christ, able to nurture and grow together 
all the more stronger in the Lord.

We are thankful to the APBF Leadership for 
supporting the training, thanking the Lord 
for giving us the opportunity to serve 
together. Most of all, we give glory to God 
without whom the training would not be 
possible.

We continually seek your prayers that the 
Lord will be able to give us the positive 
outcome of the MD2 Training as we seek to 
encourage and empower more leaders in 
our region and beyond.

To Foster To Initiate To Strengthen To Fellowship and Affiliate

by Imnatoshi Longkumer, Chair of APBY
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Humility
the Bedrock of Discipleship

Most of us think of humility 
as just another virtue -- 
much like patience, good-
ness, or kindness. It's nice 
and we appreciate it when 
we see it, but we rarely 
discuss it and almost never 
pursue it. Yet, the Bible 
seems to indicate that 
humility may be the bedrock 
of discipleship.

Jesus humbled himself by 
becoming a man and 
submitting even to death. 
(Philippians 2:5-8) He 
called His disciples to "deny 
yourself ... take up your 
cross ... be last of all ... be 
slave of all." (Mk 8-10)
James reminds us that "God 
opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble." 
(James 4:6)

It's an old biblical theme 
that generates little atten-
tion, especially in a culture 
devoted to achievement, 
recognition, status, and 
significance. But if pride is 
the root of our fallenness (1 
John 2:16) then humility 
paves the way to our resto-
ration.

Marriages fail not when love 
grows cold but when pride 
trumps humility. Churches 
experience conflict not when 
unity is forgotten but when 
humility is lost. We grow 
least content, not when 
circumstances are tough but 
when entitlement buries 
humility.

Of course, our definition of 
humility makes all the 

difference. It's not about 
self-loathing or dejected 
defeat. Rather, true humility 
comes when, before God we 
see ourselves as nothing, 
have put aside self, and let 
God be all. Let God be all. 
Sounds simple enough, but 
the striving and fruitless-
ness of our lives suggest that 
we find it easier to let God 
be some.

The challenge of our day is 
not to rise to the top but to 
live faithfully among the 
least, because of who God is. 
It will change everything; 
our homes, our families, our 
churches, our workplaces 
and the movement of the 
Asia Pacific Baptist Federa-
tion.

Rev. Mark Wilson
Director of Ministries (General Secretary): Baptist Churches Western Australia

Vice President: Asia Pacific Baptist Federation



The 13th Assembly of the Asian Baptist 
Union was the first big international gather-
ing of Baptists that was held in Penang, 
Malaysia. It was hosted by the Malaysia 
Baptist Ladies’ Union at the newly-construct-
ed Georgetown Baptist Church on August 29 
- September 1, 2018. 710 registered women 
from around the world. 29 member bodies of 
ABWU out of 33 were represented from 16 
out of 18 member countries. Pakistan, China, 
one member body each from Bangladesh and 
Vietnam were not represented at this Assem-
bly. Speakers, Workshop Leaders, and dele-
gates outside the ABWU region came from 
Croatia in Europe, U.S and Canada in North 
America, South Africa, Australia in the 
Southwest Pacific, and Latin America. The 
theme, based on Ephesians 2:10 was, “Creat-
ed, Transformed and Empowered to Reach 
Out.” Dr. Ksenija Magda, BWA WD President 
was the main speaker.

24 workshops conducted in English and 
three in Chinese were offered and each dele-
gate could choose three to attend. 

The 13th ABWU Assembly was also the 60th 
Anniversary of ABWU. It was celebrated with 
the traditional cutting of cake. 

Past and current officers, not just the presi-
dents were presented shawls as token of 
appreciation for their role in taking the 
organization this far. Recognized as “Mother 
of ABWU” and the 8 th ABWU President 
Chang Young Shim gave her reflection and 
challenge.

Baptist Church of Bhutan Women was 
accepted into ABWU membership during the 
business meeting. Also the Constitution and 
By Laws was amended. Rev. Sook Jae Lee, 
the chairperson for the Officers Search Com-
mitted introduced the new officers who will 
serve for the next five years, from 2018 to 
2023. 

ABWU New Officers

PRESIDENT
Dr. Vernette Myint 

Myint Sann
Myanmar

VICE PRESIDENT
Soon Boon Yim

South Korea

13th
ABWU

Assembly

“710 Women Convened
in Penang, Malaysia”

SECRETARY
Tuwanta Suteerawong

Thailand

TREASURER
Dr. Sai Mooi Lim

Malaysia

Asia-Pacific, gave compassionately. Partners 
like Transform Aid International (TAI), the 
aid arm of Baptist World Aid Australia), 
British Mission Society, BFAD of BWA and 
many more acted quickly.

PHILIPPINES
Aftermath of typhoon Tembin in southern 
Philippines, APBAid with the support from 
TAI (US$15,000) and BMS ($11,858.69) the 
General Baptist Church of the Philippines 
(GBCP) helped 150 families with relief goods 
and shelter materials.

APBAid assisted the project from Malaysia 
Baptist Convention (MBC) with $12,000, 
Canadian Baptist Ministries (CBM) with 
$12,495, German Baptist Union (GBC) with 
$10,000. The IM-ABC also chipped for the 
project through CPBC with $5,000. The 
Convention of Philippine Baptist Churches 
(CPBC) provided assistance to 122 families 
in Iloilo and 98 families in Capiz in recovery 
of their farmlands destroyed by floods.

For the livelihood project, TAI lent its assis-
tance to Central Philippines Convention of 
Southern Baptist Churches (CPCSBC) to 100 
families affected by typhoon Kai-tak with a 
grant of $18,412.

If you were to Google Year 2018 disasters, 
you will find some of the world’s worst 
disasters happening in Asia. The UN warns 
the cost of natural disaster destruction by 
2030 could go up to $160 billion dollars each 
year in the Asia Pacific. That is absolutely 
alarming.

Are we ready? Natural disasters are most 
unpredictable and it is extremely vicious. If 
you will remember, beginning February 2018 
we were met by an earthquake in Hualien, 
Taiwan in the wee hours. This was followed 
by many more disasters. Drought in Austra-
lia, typhoon in the Philippines, floods in 
Kerala, landslides in Japan, tsunami in 
Indonesia and so on. 2018 was not a year to 
sit lazily and let the year go by. The call for 
APBF to be united and stand beside the Asia 
Pacific family was more than APBF had 
expected. APBF went to action immediately.

APBAid Director Rev. Kabi Gangmei and 
Assistant Director Ms. Feraz Legita has 
reported how communities have been affect-
ed by the devastation. Through all these, the 
APBF’s aid arm ‘APBAid’ relentlessly 
worked, assisting under difficult conditions, 
but focused to bring relief and support to 
those in need. Many conventions across the 

Staying Strong Together
Against Natural Disasters
Staying Strong Together
Against Natural Disasters
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INDONESIA
As August approached, Indonesia was hit by 
three major disasters. APBAid did its best to
respond to the need with our Baptist breth-
ren there. The global Baptist partners react-
ed swiftly. Rebana Indonesia together with 
Baptist forum for Aid and Development 
(BFAD) coordinated the

response: 
(i) Earthquake struck Lombok in August 
2018. BWAid responded with a grant of 
$10,000, Malaysian Baptist Convention - 
$5,000, Fiji Baptist Convention - $9,330, 
Hongkong Baptist Convention with $18,579, 
and other contributions from Straits Baptist 
Church, Malaysia, Singapore Baptist Con-
vention, and Evangelical Baptist Conven-
tion of Manipur, Elon318 Community 
Church in Okinawa has resulted in bringing 
hope to those affected.

(ii) Earthquake-tsunami struck Sulawesi in 
October 2018. Relief responses arrived with 
grants of $18,579 from Hongkong Baptist 
Convention; $20,022 from Singapore Bap-
tist Convention; and AU $1,161 from Japan 
Baptist Women’s Union.

(iii) Mt. Krakatoa eruption and tsunami in 
Sunda Strait caused over 420 lives lost and
estimated 40,000 people displaced. Rebana 
and TAI with strong support from BFAD
continues to lead the relief response to the 
need in the affected area.

Separately, Luzon Convention of Southern 
Baptist Churches (LCSBC) responded after-
math of Typhoon Mongkut with shelter 
recovery project supported by TAI with a 
grant of $40,000, BMS with $20,358.85 and 
IM-ABC with $10,000. The project provided 
permanent housing to 50 families in prov-
ince of Cagayan.

A partnership with CREST Malaysia was 
started with a support for a year’s coopera-
tion in the Philippines - with the support to 
CPBC in the post Haiyan livelihood rehabili-
tation with a grant of US $13,000. It soon 
developed into a project of livelihood assis-
tance to 50 families in the 3 villages in North 
Iloilo and Aklan. APBAid conducted DRR 
program with their support. CREST Malay-
sia is happy with APBAid partnership and 
follow up with support that will be undertak-
en with CPBC and CPCSBC for 2019 
onwards, focusing on the poor families 
impacted by disasters.

PACIFIC
March 2018, Cyclone Hola passed over 
Vanuatu and caused major damages to the 
food gardens. TAI supported Baptist Church-
es Vanuatu with a grant of $5,393. The 
project provided rice for the 53 families in 
Malo, Santo and Malekula and chain saw to 
Maskylen Baptist Church in Malekula Island 
which was used for clearing fallen trees.

INDIA
APBAid Director, Rev. Kabi Gangmei also 
reports that in June 2018 flash floods and 
landslides struck villages in Mizoram, espe-
cially Tlabung area of SW Mizoram affecting 
a total of 1030 poor families belonging to 
minority communities of Chakma, Bru, Pang 
and Bawm were affected. With the support of 
TAI and EBM-GBU, APBAid worked with 
Baptist Church of Mizoram and a total of
240 families were helped to recover their 
normal livelihood. Following the relief 
response a series of 4 Disaster Rapid 
Response programs were organized in South 
Mizoram to cover 256 village leaders.

Again in the month of August the State of 
Kerala in South India was struck with the 
worst floods of 100 years, resulting into 
483+ lives lost and 300,000 farmers affect-
ed. APBAid responded with $19,958 and TAI 
$10,000. Emmanuel Hospital Association 
has been assisting to give reliefs and
medical care to 1000 families.

NEPAL EARTHQUAKE RECOVERY 
CONTINUES
Many might have forgotten of the great 
earthquake in Nepal in 2015. APBAid has 
not. The reconstruction work in Nepal con-
tinues.

(i) APBAid continues the reconstruction 
work with Nepal Baptist Church Council, 
and completed 5 church buildings at 
Barkhe, Nun, Dingla, Dhaireni and Guran-
she with the cost of $78,933. Further anoth-
er 6 churches were helped with building 
materials with the costs of $22,224 and 
completed them. They were Baptist church-
es at Sautha, Naya, Namuna Baguwa, 
Aradhana and Panbari. The project was 
supported by Hong Kong Baptist Conven-
tion.

(ii) A ‘Community Support &amp; Liveli-
hood Development’ project at Jaisithok, 
Mid-Nepal costing $115,553 with the sup-
port from JBC and HKBC was completed it 
course with the terminal evaluation on. The 
community development project aims to 
input livelihood skills, assistance to school 
children and WASH schemes with the affect-
ed community. 

The family of APBF is across 22 countries. 
Whenever disaster strikes, the APBF family 
through APBAid goes into action. APBF is 
thankful that support from conventions and 
partners reaches out to communities affect-
ed. APBF is thankful to each supporter. 
While some supporters/partners may not 
have been listed due to late arrival of funds 
or still arriving, APBF is mindful and thank-
ful for the love and care you have shown 
through your giving. The love of God
is spread and shared to people as assistance 
and recovery becomes the priority of 
APBAid. Your contribution is what makes 
APBF strong and to be stronger APBF must 

Join the cause of
transformation

through
APBF/APBAidAPBF DIGEST // 11



To spend a Sunday to 
remember what APBF 
does to minister to 
areas where a singular 
church cannot go or do 
ministry. 

To pray as APBF 
stands for those in 
need of shelter, cloth-
ing in times of trage-
dies, natural calami-
ties. 

To pray for APBF when 
they raise the voice of 
minority to represent 
communities whose 
voices have been shut, 
oppressed by those 
mightier than them. 

PRAY
for APBF

To pray for APBF as 
leaders are empowered 
through trainings and 
assuring believers to 
continue to preach the 
gospel to the ends of 
the earth. 

We all value the celebration of 
birthdays because it reminds you 
of being a person with a name. It 
gives you history. It gives you 
identity. It gives you meaning. No 
matter how old a person is birth-
days are special. Expectations of 
birthdays are valuable past that 
brings sweet, nostalgic memories. 

It is good to remember what God 
has done for us through APBF. 
From the very first meeting of 
Baptists in 1956 to its formation as 
APBF in 1975, we have come this 
far as one body of Baptists living 
out the gospel. 

Who are we? We are ‘You and Me’ 
from the remotest area of the 
planet earth that covers more than 
half of the world’s population. 
From the mountains of Nepal to 
the shores of the Pacific, we are 
one family.  

APBF brought to each one of us 
the belongingness that we are 
people of ‘one hope, one faith, one 
baptism’.  And as people of the 
book ‘The Bible’, we are a group of 
‘Christ loving people’ who contin-
ues to proclaim the good news, 
share faith passionately, and live 
out the gospel at home or commu-
nity since the good news came to 
the Asia-Pacific some 300 years 
ago. 

The APBF calls upon all the 
member bodies to celebrate the 
third Sunday as APBF Foundation 
Day-APBF Sunday. 

When we read 2 Tim. 3:14-15, we 
see how Paul is encouraging 
Timothy to “continue in what you 
have learned and firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned 
it, and how from childhood you 
have known the sacred writings”. 
As a member of an older genera-
tion, Paul is a model for Timothy 
to follow.  

APBF has come a long way from 
its inception as one of the regional 
body of the Baptist World 
Alliance. Our past leaders have 
given much of their life’s service to 
make APBF where we are.  

When we celebrate APBF Sunday, 
we must not forget as Paul 
reminds us “Join with me in 
suffering for the gospel” (2 Tim. 
1:8), “Hold to the standard of 
sound teaching that you have 
heard from me” (2 Tim. 1:13). No 
organization is a ‘piece of cake’. It 
requires fully committed prayer, 
constant determination and a 
clear guidance from God.  

May we take the third Sunday of 
August to remind us of the com-
mitment we must make as Bap-
tists in the Asia Pacific, holding the 
blessings of our past leaders and 
moving forward to stronger 
together in the proclamation of the 
gospel here and to the ends of the 
earth.
 
Take encouragement and proudly 
celebrate what God has done for 
us! Let us continue to follow the 
footsteps of our leaders. Blessings 
to all who call APBF its home. 

While the third Sunday of August 
has been designated for celebra-
tion it also calls for us an honest 
evaluation of our progress which 
would challenge us to an improve-
ment in the use of our time and 
lives for the glory of God.  

Romans 15:5-6: “May the God 
who gives endurance and encour-
agement give you a spirit of unity 
among yourselves as you follow 
Christ Jesus, so that with one 
heart and mouth you may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

I believe that Paul is not asking us 
to be identical but rather to be 
unified (Rom 12:16; 2 Cor 13:11). 
This unity includes “having the 
same love, being one in spirit and 
purpose” (Phil 2:2), and  
“agree[ing] with each other in the 
Lord” (Phil 4:2) 

How can I be a unifying presence 
in the ministry or fellowship that I 
am a part of? Pray that God will 
use you to unite the group in spirit 
and purpose. 

May God continue to bless you all.  

Rev. Dr. Vesekhoyi
Tetseo

Mr. Bijoy Sangma
Vice President, APBF

Ratu Inoke Kuboabole
Vice President, APBF

Celebrating
APBF
FOUNDATION
DAY!

APBF Sunday—every year, on the 
third Sunday of August we are institut-
LQJ�WR�KDYH�WKH�ZKROH�$VLD�3DFL¿F�UHJLRQ�
celebrate God’s faithful love, our histo-
ry, identity and the fruitful work He is 
doing in our midst! 

We call APBF to celebrate our past in 
how God led us by His faithful hands, 
and blessed us with churches, leaders 
and members and how He will continue 
to favor us as we move forward on the 
wings of  His Spirit. Being the region 
with the largest land mass and the big-
gest 22 countries, 62 conventions and 
have more than 33,000 churches. We 
have every good reason to praise God 
for His love for APBF. 

APBF Sunday will remind us that we 
belong to a BIG Baptist family seeking 
to unite our communities spread out 
over 22 countries to have a sense of 
EHORQJLQJ�LQ�*RG¶V�ZRUN�LQ�$VLD�3DFL¿F��
As we join heads, hands and hearts to 
worship God on that day together, we 
also seek His grace and wisdom to 
transform lives in Christ across the 
region. 

Rev. Edwin Lam
President, APBF

It is with the prayer and hope that
APBF Sunday will give us the 
chance to engage with each other 
however far or near we are and 
be united through fervent, faithful 
prayers as we worship God 
together on that glorious Sunday. 
“Together We Are Strong” and we 
shall remain strong to serve God 
together in the proclamation of 
the glorious Gospel across the 
Asia Pacific (Matt. 28:19-20). God 
richly bless you.  A fellow pilgrim 
in this sacred journey! 

“Imagine a movement across the
Asia/Pacific Region of Baptists who 
loved each other with a radical kind of 
love. They shared their lives with one 
another. They laughed and cried, 
prayed and sang, and served together 
to build the kingdom of God as 
authentic Christ followers. Those who 
had more shared freely with those 
who had less. People related together 
in ways that bridged gender and 
racial chasms and celebrated genera-
tional and cultural differences. Imag-
ine believers offering people a vision 
of life that was so beautiful it took 
their breath away. So bold, so 
creative, and so dynamic that they 
couldn’t resist it. We are better when 
we work together!” 

Rev. Mark Wilson
Vice President, APBF
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